
ROGER M KOEL
August 16, 1929 - February 12, 2022

Roger M. Koel 
 

Roger M. Koel was born in Caledonia to Sylvester C. and Leonora 
 (Niebling) Koel on August 16, 1929; he passed away February 12, 2022, at 

 the age of 92, at Gundersen Tweeten Health Care, Spring Grove, MN. 
 

Roger lived in Caledonia and his father passed away when he was 7 years 
 old. He was sent to St. Joseph Orphanage in Wabasha, MN, and was raised 

 by the nuns that ran the orphanage. In his early teen years, Hattie and 
 Andy Higgins became his foster parents, and moved him to Hokah, MN, 

 where Andy was a banker. Then they moved to Caledonia, and Roger was 
 back at his roots. 

 

At the age of 17, Roger enlisted in the U.S. Army and was stationed in 
 Hawaii. With all the moving around, Roger still had one girl who was 

 dear to him, Ann Koenig. When Roger's hitch in the Army ended, he 
 returned to Caledonia; and married his special gal on May 15, 1951. At 

 that time, he worked for Trane Co. in LaCrosse, WI. 
 

Roger and Ann began their marriage as partners, building their first 
 house, located on Hwy 76. They birthed 2 girls, Jane and Joan. Then 

 Roger worked for Standard Oil Co., delivering bulk fuel oil. 



Roger's niche was working as a mechanic, and he became co-owner of 
 Texaco Oil (now called Caledonia Oil) Roger met many people and also 
 became involved in his community as a volunteer fireman for 20 years. 

 Roger and Ann moved into the city of Caledonia, just 2 blocks from his 
 gas station. 

 

Roger's faith life was very important to him; he served as an usher at 
 church; and worked BINGO which served as a fundraiser for the church and 

 school. In his early childhood, he was also an altar boy at mass. 
 

Roger lived a good, long, life. He is survived by his daughters, Jane 
 Koel-Schein (David Schein), and Joan (Tim) Doering; 4 grandchildren, 

 Matthew Koel, Rebekah (Nick) Wolfe, Samuel (Stephanie) Doering, and 
 Riley (Kelly) Doering. Then at age 90, he was gifted with the arrival 

 of 2 great grandchildren, Maxwell Doering (Sam and Stephanie) and Rowan 
 Doering (Riley and Kelly) 

 

Roger was preceded in death by his wife, Ann, in December of 2020; his 
 parents; and siblings, Walton, Harold, Geraldine, Kenneth, Ivona, Marie, 
 and Lola May. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be at noon, April 23, 2022 at St. Mary's 
 Catholic Church, Caledonia. Father Matt Wagner will preside and burial 

 will be in Calvary Cemetery, Caledonia. Visitation will be one hour 
 prior to the service at the church. The service will be livestreamed at 

 St. Mary's Facebook page. Memorials may be given to St. Mary's Church, 
 St. Mary's School, or Caledonia Fire Department. 

 

Condolences may be sent to the family in care of McCormick Funeral Home,
205 E Main, Caledonia, MN 55921





Previous Events

Visitation

APR 23. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
513 S Pine St
Caledonia, MN 55921
(507) 725-3804

Mass of Christian Burial

APR 23. 12:00 PM (CT)

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
513 S Pine St
Caledonia, MN 55921
(507) 725-3804
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Sr. Deb Schwab - February 24, 2022 at 07:50 AM

My deepest sympathy to Jane, Joan and their families. Roger and
his wife, Ann, we’re such delightful people and I count myself
blessed to have known them. (S. Deb Schwab, La Crosse)

Vicky Fitzpatrick - February 22, 2022 at 06:23 PM

So very sorry for your loss. Roger and Ann
were great neighbors for many years. It was
sad to see them move away. They always
looked out for us and invited us over on
several occasions to sit on the porch and visit
and maybe even have a beer or two. 
They're back together as it should be! 
Tom & Vicky Fitzpatrick

Audra Koel (Harold's daughter) - February 22, 2022 at 07:52 AM

I'll never forget the Halloween my sister, a friend and I drove to
Caledonia to see my Uncle Roger and we wanted to go to the
cemetery to see grandpa's grave and he warned us that it was
going to be dark. We said we still wanted to go so he took us and
when we got there it was so dark and when the cars headlights
went out it was so dark you could barely see your hand in front of
your face. Uncle Roger said we better leave the lights on. I love you
Uncle Roger. RIP
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February 19, 2022 at 10:35 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of ROGER M KOEL.

February 18, 2022 at 05:34 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of ROGER M KOEL.

https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

