CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR

October 9, 1952 - December 20, 2022

On December 20th, 2022, Calvin G. Mitchell, Jr. took his final journey to the
God he believed in and trusted. He fought Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia for
more than 15 years. Cal was born on October 9, 1952, to Calvin G. Mitchell,
Sr. and Rita (Pitz) (Mitchell) Spagl. He spent his elementary school years at
St. Peter’s in Hokah and graduated from La Crescent High School with the
class of 1971.

Cal was united in marriage to Joan Holzwarth on August 4, 1973. We almost
made it to 50 years. Cal’s life work began at the Hokah Cheese Factory and
continued at Al's Concrete, Milwaukee Road Railroad, Gateway Foods
(Fleming, Scrivner) for 25 years, with retirement after 10 years at UWL
keeping the Wing Technology Center sparkling. He had many good friends
from throughout his work life.

Early in our life together, while living in Brownsville, Cal began running and
riding his bike long distances. He completed the 1986 and 1987 Twin Cities
Marathons, earning a medal for his personal best time in 1987.

Cal loved living out on “County 21” where he fed the birds, deer, and turkeys,
plowed the snow, rode through the woods on his ATV, and spent time with his
family and beloved collies. We were sad to leave our home there, but he was
no longer able to enjoy the outdoors and do the things he wanted to do to
maintain the property. Those previously enjoyable activities became tasks too
difficult.

Grandchildren began arriving in 1998 with the most recent addition this past



summer. Time spent with them, and his collies were joyful times while living
out in the country and here in La Crescent.

Cal found peace at our boathouse on Lawrence Lake in Brownsville. We
owned it for 30 years. Lots of good times spent there with family and friends,
fishing, taking fish off hooks, and untangling kids’ fishing lines. He put in the
work of popping barrels, keeping the weeds down, and the grass mowed. He
also did a renovation project with help from his brother and brother-in-law and
the kids in the early 90’s.

Cal was the epitome of a “good man”. He spent his life working to provide for
his family and make a better life for himself and us as we journeyed through
life together. The evening before he passed away, we sat for a short time
alone together in front of the Christmas tree. He said he thought we were
luckier than most to have made the life and family we have. We were the
luckiest to have had him.

In the 1990s we hosted many exchange students from Germany, many of
whom remain close to our hearts. Henning Schaloske arrived the evening
before Cal passed and was with us as we surrounded Cal with love in his final
hours.

Thank you to Ben, for being with us during those last hours and our friend,
Matt. It was a difficult time made a bit easier because you were here with us.
Thank you to Gunderson’s Hematology/Oncology and Hospice teams. Dr.
Bhaskar was Cal’s primary oncology doctor for most of his years of treatment.
He was a trusted provider and friend, as was his GP, Dr. Julie Gerig. Hospice
nurses Suzy and Kaitlyn were phenomenal.

Cal is survived by his wife Joan, daughter Laura (Ryan) Conners, Nathan
(Joleen) Mitchell, and Gabriel Mitchell. His grandchildren, Bianca Mitchell
(Alex), Evelyn Mitchell, Lillian Mitchell, Devin Conners, Hazel Mitchell, and
Theodore Mitchell. He is survived by siblings, Pat (Bob) Matson, Dianne
Starch, Mike (Judy) Mitchell, Rita (Terry) Gruntzel, and Ben (Dawn) Spagl,
and brother-in-law Larry Langen. He is also survived by Joan'’s siblings, John
and Janet (Holzwarth) Chamberlain, and John and Julie Holzwarth as well as



many nieces and nephews.

Cal was preceded in death by his parents, siblings Ricky, Julie, Nancy, and
Sandy, mother and father-in-law Eillen and Aaron Holzwarth, and special
Aunt, Helen “Honna” Pitz, who Cal helped care for for over 25 years.

Funeral mass will be on Saturday, January 7th at 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s
Catholic Church in Hokah, MN. Visitation from 9 a.m. until time of mass. Burial
will be in the spring. McCormick Funeral Home is assisting the family.
Memorials received will be used to help feed children in the surrounding areas
via the summer lunch program for kids in the La Crescent/Hokah area, assist
with unpaid lunch bills at La Crescent/Hokah Schools, and to St. Peter’s
church.

You will be loved and missed forever, Cal. Our hearts are broken but we know
you are no longer in pain.

The service will be livestreamed on McCormick Funeral Service Facebook
Page.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 7. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Peter's Catholic Church
34 Main Street
Hokah, MN 55941

Mass of Christian Burial

JAN 7. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Peter's Catholic Church
34 Main Street
Hokah, MN 55941



Tribute Wall

RIP my dear friend. | will miss you so. He was a good person and
father indeed! And also a funny funny guy! | will the laughs we had
together. We will miss you C! Our condolences to your family! God
Bless you all!!

Lupe. Lara - November 18, 2023 at 09:50 AM
Yes, he was a “‘good man” and will be so missed. Our sympathy and
prayers. Mary and Jim Busch

Mary Busch - January 05, 2023 at 03:41 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

January 05, 2023 at 02:14 PM

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of
CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

January 04, 2023 at 04:02 PM


https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1381&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1381&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

January 04, 2023 at 03:32 PM

| worked with Cal at Gateway foods for 24 years, always like talking
to Cal and listening to his stories we had some good laughs, Cal
was a great guy! My condolences to Joan and family, Cal will be
missed dearly. Jim Lawrence

Jim Lawrence - January 04, 2023 at 11:32 AM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

January 03, 2023 at 10:27 AM

| worked with Cal for many years at Fleming. Cal seemed to always
have a smile on his face and had some great stories to share about
his "softball days" played on the Hokah ballfield. The one story |
have shared many times involved his pants splitting wide open while
fielding a ball...great story...great memories of a very kind soul. My
thoughts and prayers go out to Joan and Cal's family.

Mark Sobkowiak - January 02, 2023 at 09:39 PM


https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Joan, | remember when you and Cal got married and you were always
so happy the few times we ran into each other over the years. | didn’t
get to know Cal closely but certainly did know he for sure was a great
guy and this world was lucky to have him even for a short while. My
deepest sympathies. Heaven has gained what this world has lost.

Jeannie Kendhammer - January 06, 2023 at 01:31 PM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

January 02, 2023 at 07:30 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

December 25, 2022 at 06:56 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

December 24, 2022 at 05:23 PM


https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our favorite memories of Cal are playing ball for Jakes or the
Sandbar. Cal always had fun and a smile on his face . But the best
part was sitting around after, listening to the stories & having a team
beer.

Cal was a kind, gentle soul and you know you had a friend for life.
RIP Cal. You earned your wings.

Irene and Pat Toomey - December 24, 2022 at 02:29 PM
I am so sorry for your loss.
Mary Overholser

Mary Overholser - December 24, 2022 at 10:03 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
CALVIN G. MITCHELL JR.

December 24, 2022 at 08:59 AM

Our condolences to the family
Don and Judy Thesing

Don Thesing - December 23, 2022 at 10:20 AM


https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccormickfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

